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On Thursday the 30th of January, Hopwood competed in a dodgeball competition. The team consisted of six children from years 5-6, they were Charlie, Sebastian, and Amelia from Year five and Grace, Owen and George from Year six. 
The first school that they played was St Luke’s primary school. In the first game, Hopwood won the contested centre ball, however their luck ran out after everyone except Amelia was hit by the ball. The final score was 2-1 to St Luke’s. Even after their defeat Hopwood still had enough hope to beat St Luke’s 6-1. As it came to the final game, the score was tied. Although it began evenly, in the final few seconds, St Luke’s pulled ahead to win it 4-2, which meant that they were victorious and the overall winner.
The next school that Hopwood played was St Joseph’s. After a heated game, the first game against St Joseph’s school ended with a 3-3 draw. As the second game begun, Hopwood could not get the centre ball quickly enough. The match ended with a surprising score of    5-5. Another draw! Fingers were crossed during the third and final game against St Joseph’s. There was pressure on both teams as they bolted towards the contested ball. In the end, it was Hopwood who returned with the ball. It was 3-3. Thirty seconds… Twenty seconds…Ten…five… And then it happened a fumbled catch by St John’s! Hopwood had won 3-2. In the end it was Hopwood who won overall.

It was then time for Hopwood to rest their aching limbs, as it was their break.
The next three games were a little different, as they were       5 versus 5. These games were against the Woodlands school. For the first of these games, Amelia began on the side lines. A     4-1 victory for Hopwood kick-started the matches versus the Woodlands. Charlie was off for the 2nd game, which Hopwood sadly lost 3-2. For the last game, George was off. After two failed catches, Charlie and Sebastian were out, but even with two players hit, Hopwood still beat the Woodlands school 3-1. Hopwood win overall once again.
Next up was Hopwood versus All Souls. With only Amelia out, Hopwood claimed the lead with a 5-1 victory. Hopwood went into the next game with their hopes high, however their luck must have ran out as they went on to draw 4-4 and, after that, All Souls came back to gain a 5-4 win. No overall winner this time because it was a draw.
Another 5 against 5 match for Hopwood, this time against Harwood Park. It was a successful start against Harwood Park with a 4-2 triumph. It seemed like all hope was lost after Harwood Park came back by defeating Hopwood 3-2. However, with enough determination, Hopwood took the 4-2 lead to win, for once and for all.
For the final school, Hopwood faced OLSP (Our Lady St Paul’s). It started off quite well for Hopwood, as they won     6-1. However, Hopwood could not succeed and lost the next two games 4-6 and 5-3. OLSP defeated Hopwood overall.

In the end, Hopwood defeated three schools, drew against one and lost against two. It were these scores that caused them to come third. They still did brilliantly no matter the score.
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